
Isabella’s Question 

 

Why do we ‘add one’ in the formula for finding the median? 

 

Consider a set of values already arranged in order of size: 

 

Where N is the number of values and the mth term is the median. 

The difference between m and 1 must be the same as the difference 

between m and N 

𝑚 − 1 = 𝑁 −𝑚 

2𝑚 − 1 = 𝑁 

2𝑚 = 𝑁 + 1 

𝒎 =
𝑵+ 𝟏

𝟐
 

 

 


