
Lobster Pots
Can you work out where to put your 

pots to catch the best lobster? 
Beware of sudden storms and the 

ever-changing sea weather.
Your aim is to make the most money 

by the end of a fortnight’s fishing.



You are a lobster fisherman. You’ve inherited your grandma’s 10 lobster pots but no money. Can you make your 
fortune in a fortnight?

In the morning you take your pots out, either into the bay, or right out to sea. In the evenings you collect them back 
in, and see what you’ve caught. On a calm day, pots in the bay earn £3 each. Pots far out at sea earn £9 each, as the 
bigger lobster lurk out there. 

BUT if the weather is stormy, the lobster are driven back towards land. Then pots in the bay earn £9 each, whereas 
pots out at sea earn no money, and in fact the pot itself is broken up or washed away, and lost. You will have to 
decide your appetite for risk: do you want a safe small profit, or the chance of a bigger one?

At the end of the day you cash up the money you’ve earned from the day’s fishing, both in the bay and out at sea, 
and your day’s balance includes what you’ve earned that day, plus what you had in the bank at the start of the day. 
You keep all the pots that were not washed away to sea, and once you’ve calculated your current money and pots 
you have the opportunity to buy more pots. This is the balance you take forward to the next day.

The weather is unpredictable, but more likely to be similar to what it has been like today. As Monday dawns, the 
weather is calm, but at level 3. Choose where to put your pots before rolling the weather dice! This dice tells you 
how the weather changes that day. The dice can send the weather up 1, 2, or 3 points towards stormier weather, or 
down 1, 2, or 3 points towards a dead calm. (The weather marker can’t go off the chart, so for example if it is on 6 
and you roll a +2, it just stays on 6.) Over the weekend the weather re-sets to Calm 3 ready for Monday morning.

If a storm washes away your pots at sea, cross them through so that you remember they are lost. 

You don’t have to set out all your pots. For example if you have 10 pots you can just place 6 in the bay. But of course 
pots are safe in the bay - they can’t be lost and they guarantee a return, so it is better to put them all to use.

If you run out of both money and pots, you may take out a bank loan and buy 10 more. Of course this will give you a 
negative balance (of -£80 or near that). Can you make enough to pay back the loan?

On your very last go, you might like to sell back your pots to the bank (at £8 each) to maximise your profits. What do 
you think are the best tactics?



Lobster Pots

Day Money Pots Bay Sea Weather Bay Sea Money Pots Pots bought Money Pots

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Starting Balance Placement Money Earnt Closing Balance After buying/selling

Earnings Bay Sea

Calm £3/pot £9/pot

Storm £5/pot £0 and pots 
lost

Buy / sell pots £8 each

Starting balance 10 pots and £0



Day Money Pots Bay Sea Weather Bay Sea Money Pots Money Pots

Mon £0 10 6 4 Stormy 30 0 30 6 14 8

Tue 14 8 8 0 Calm 24 0 38 8 22 10

Wed 22 10 8 2 Stormy 40 0 62 8 46 10

Thu 46 10 10 0 Calm 30 0 76 8 60 10

Fri 30 10 8 2 Calm 24 18 72 10 72 10

Mon 72 10 2 8 Calm 3 72 147 10 67 20

Tue 67 20 5 15 Calm 15 135 217 20 137 30

Wed 137 30 10 20 Stormy 50 0 187 10 107 20

Thu 107 20 16 4 Calm 48 36 191 20 111 30

Fri 111 30 20 10 Calm 60 90 261 30 501 0

Starting Balance Placement Money Earnt Closing Balance After buying/selling

SAMPLE GAME
Lobster Pots

Earnings Bay Sea

Calm £3/pot £9/pot

Storm £5/pot £0 and pots 
lost

Buy / sell pots £8 eachStarting balance 10 pots and £0
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